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This is your last issue if you haven’t renewed your membership.
You will miss some great events and Stoprail stories (see page 4) if you don’t renew. Please renew for 2010. You
were mailed a renewal slip and return envelope in November.  If  you already paid your dues, thank you very
much! We look forward to a great 2010 and don’t want to do it without you! Contact Ed Benoit for more infor-
mation 623-327-1437 or WurliTzer@q.com or send $25.00 to Ed at 30110 W. Latham Street Buckeye AZ 85326

Phoenix College meeting January 10th

On Saturday night January 9th we are
presenting Safety Last from 1923. Ron

ORPHEUM PARKING -Note that
the parking meters on the street
are active until 8:00 Saturdays.
The Orpheum Theatre is at 203 West
Adams in downtown Phoenix. You will
find parking in the garage directly East
of the theatre.The entrance to the garage
is off First Ave South of Adams. It's best
to use a freeway exit near the West side
of downtown, 7th Avenue is a good
choice. Or park on the street near the
Orpheum. You can take the light rail also
to avoid parking.
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Tickets: General Admission $15.00,
children under 12 are free. Bring
your friends for a great evening of
entertainment.
For more information check our
website: http://silentsaturdays.vots-
atos.org

Let’s all go to the movies! Silent Film - Safety Last - in January

2010 is our 35th anniversary!

Rhode to accompany the film. Harold
Lloyd  hangs from the minute-hand of
the large clock, dangling dangerously
above the street as the clock-face
pulls off the wall It is one of the most
famous cinematic images of all
time.He tromps through fresh tar on
the roof of the building, leaving - in
four steps - his shoes and socks
behind.  More stunts on on page 5

January 10th at 2:30 pm. You will want to attend and see what we
have completed on the organ. We know  you will be impressed!
There will be an artist playing and is not firm right now, but it might be
Eric Fricke.  Phoenix College is on the northeast corner of 15th
Avenue and Thomas. Park in the lot on the corner and go straight east
down the sidewalk between the admissions building and the Hannelly/
Cafeteria building. You will run right into the Bulpitt Auditorium.
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President: Bill Carr
11815 N. 77th Drive
Peoria AZ 85345
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We loved hearing the new dude (new to us),
Bobby Freeman, who plays at the Diamondbacks
games. He brought his Yamaha keyboard. He and
Johnny Sharp did a fabulous job of entertaining us
during our potluck feast. They played many
christmas songs and even the charge piece used
during ball games. Johnny went to the Fizzell’s
afterwards for a very fun jam session and hot

cider. You
missed
a great party
at both
places. Such
great food
too! Thanks,
everyone!

Here is Norma Mackie’s recipe for
the great salad that everybody loved:
Sweet'n Sauerkraut Salad
3/4 cup sugar ( I used splenda)
1/2 cup cider vinegar
1/4 cup oil
1 quart (4 cups) sauerkraut, rinsed
and drained
1 cup chopped onions
1/2 cup chopped celery
1/2 cup chopped green bell pepper
1 ts.mustard seed
1 ts.celery seed
1 (2 oz) jar diced pimento, drained
 In large bowl, combine sugar, vinegar
and oil; blend well.  Add remaining
ingredients; toss to coat.
Cover and refrigerate overnight to
blend flavors.  Store in frig. up to10
days. Makes 10 (1/2 Cup) servings.
 Enjoy!

Christmas Party was excellent!

Johnny played piano & organ  duets
at the Fizzell’s with several people.

Ken Resech and Mark Crenshaw
were happy!

Bobby Freeman
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2010  Calendar of Events
Saturday January 9, 6:45 pm - Safety Last -  featuring Harold Lloyd
Sunday January 10, 2:30 pm - Phoenix College
Saturday February 27, 2:30 pm - First Christian Church
Saturday March 20, 2010 - Ella Cinders - featuring Colleen Moore
More information: Hassell Moores  623-215-2953  hmooores@cox.net

Phoenix College Organ Work Dates
If you want to work at Phoenix College, call Bill Carr at 623-694-1746 for
more information and to let him know you are coming.

From Ed Benoit:
Another fine job, Bev. Thanks.
Mr. Ed.

From Bill Challberg;
Thank you so very very much for the
article on the Phantom. My computer
for what ever reason, refuses to print
this one. ( must be the Phantom getting
his revenge.)  ocb

From Bill Irwin:
Congratulations Beverly! What a
wonderful tribute to your art. I would
mention that in the Newsletter and
show the members there is more to art
than playing the organ.
Just had the first eye surgery for
cataract. Next one due the 30th.
Working hard on my sixth course for
the blind and handicapped for the
Music Section of the Library of
Congress in Washington, D. C.  Best
wishes, “Bill”

From Peter McBride:
Thanks to the VOTS site and the
Stoprail, I found my way to Tri-Cities
Baptist in Chandler today.
It was my first viewing of Curley live.
He is as much fun when talking as
when playing. This encore piece is a
Sousa march which I recorded. If it is
of any use as a link in The StopRail,
please feel free to use it.
http://www.youtube.com/awgeek
More info http://www.carlo.com/
Thanks for the very fine newsletter.
Peter McBride

Letters to the editor
Your place for opinions, recognition, venting, complaints and compliments.

Send letters to beverlyfz2@cox.net or Beverly Fizzell 2201 East Siesta Drive Phoenix Arizona 85042
We can even include photos with your letter!

From Erik:
Thanks again for your loyal support
of my friend Bill. (ocb)
signed : Erik (phantom) I still live!!!

Big health issues
Our thoughts go out to Bill Hagey,
Jack Fancher, Bill Carr and Bill
Challberg and their families. These
guys have big challenges going on with
some major health issues.

Carlo Curley at the concert at
Tri-City Baptist Ministries Church. in
Chandler. Peter McBride says he is
as much fun when talking as when
playing.  Photo by Peter McBride.

Organ Work Reports
Phoenix College:
The work party at Phoenix College
expects the organ to be in good shape
for our January meeting.
Orpheum Theatre:
Tom Fizzell and Pete Knobloch are
taking care of the organ on an on going
basis. The theatre wants to feature the
organ in more of their tours.The crew
might want help with this.
First Christian Church:
Tuning and minor repairs were done
and the organ was in great shape for
the Christmas party.

From Jerry Blausey:
I don’t have e-mail so I really appreci-
ate the newsletter by post. Enclosed is
a book of stamps and I will send more
later. Thank you, Jerry Blausey
Dear Jerry, Thank you very  much
for the stamps. Your book of stamps
will get the Stoprail to you for
almost two years. You don’t need to
send more.
To other members:
The Stoprail actually costs $11.64
for one person for the year to print
and send out in the mail. Sending it
e-mail cost nothing and it is in color.

Norm Ritter passed away
Friday November 20. He was the
husband of Jenny who who worked at
the Organ Stop Pizza at the gift
counter. Services for Norm were at
Queens of Heaven in Mesa Arizona.

Bill Challberg  from Madeline
I spoke to Bill this week.They moved
him to the Banner rehab center at
10th St. and Willetta (1012 E.Willetta,
Phoenix), room 308.  His phone
number is 602-839-6635. They're
giving him physical therapy, and he
tires quickly. He really appreciates
phone calls, but would rather visitors
wait awhile until he gets more strength
back.  They amputated the foot at
about six inches below the knee. He
will be able to get a prosthesis maybe
six months to a year from now. Will
send more info as I get it. I hope our
members will call him or send him
cards to keep his spirits up. Madeline
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VOTS/ATOS Chapter Meeting Minutes
 The Valley of the Sun Chapter annual business meeting was held November 15, 2009 at Organ Stop Pizza.  There
were sixty-two members and guests in attendance.  The meeting was called to order at 2:45 by president Bill Carr.
 Minutes of the October 11, 2009 chapter meeting were read by secretary Madeline LiVolsi.  Bill Challberg moved to
accept the minutes as read, second by Warren Bechhoefer.  The motion passed.
 The treasurer's report was given by Adrian Phillips III.  Current account balances were checking $3501.87, savings
$1015.91 and money market $1390.30, for a total available funds of $5,908.08.  Adrian reported on the revenue and
expenses for "Phantom of the Opera," which gave us a net profit of $1,810.35.  He thanked Fred Watson for his
donation of projector and movie costs.  He said the audit was not complete yet, but would be by our next meeting. 
John Sheak moved to accept the treasurer's report, second by Richard Flickenger.  The motion passed.
 Program chairman Fred Watson reminded us of activities for the rest of the year.  Saturday, November 21, is the
silent film, "Blood and Sand" at the Orpheum.
A Christmas potluck will be held at First Christian Church Fellowship Hall on December 12, followed by an open house
at the Carr residence.
 John Sheak reported on the chapter election results.  Twenty-eight ballots were returned.  Elected chapter board
officers for 2010 are Bill Carr, president; Hassell Moores, vice-president; Madeline LiVolsi, secretary; Adrian Phillips
III, treasurer; Pete Knobloch, statutory agent; Warren Bechhoefer, member-at-large.  Bill Carr recognized outgoing VP
Fred Watson's contributions to the chapter as program chairman.  Fred stated that he hopes to put together a video of
our Desert Winds programs.
 John Sheak and Madeline LiVolsi both encouraged everyone to become members of the national ATOS organization,
and mentioned some of the benefits of belonging.
 Bill Carr reminded everyone that 2010 chapter dues are due and that membership chairman Ed Benoit would accept
them at the meeting.
 Bill Challberg moved to adjourn, second by John Sheak.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:05

Respectfully submitted by Madeline LiVolsi

Fred readies the DVD player Blood and Sand
silent film
There were 115 tickets sold
for this performance. Unfor-
tunately, comedy always
draws a larger crowd than
we had at this film. Ron gets
better all the time at matching
his music to the plot. This one
was outstanding.
Fred Watson, our DVD king,
donated the cost of the player
and the DVD, and was aided
by Pete Knobloch during the
film. A backup plan is in the
works in case of failure of the
player. Thanks to all who
made this a success.

Lets all go to the movies!
We would like to see everyone attend the
silent films. There aren’t very many VOTS
folks who go, and we need to make a better
showing. Wear your name tags too.

Don’t miss tDon’t miss tDon’t miss tDon’t miss tDon’t miss the upcoming story about Khe upcoming story about Khe upcoming story about Khe upcoming story about Khe upcoming story about Kenenenenen
Resech’s Museum in Benson. ReneResech’s Museum in Benson. ReneResech’s Museum in Benson. ReneResech’s Museum in Benson. ReneResech’s Museum in Benson. Renew now now now now now!w!w!w!w!

Guess Who this is?
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When you have artists like Simon and Ken and Jim Riggs,
if you know these artists, then you know what kind of a
program they put on. If you don't, there's really no de-
scribing it.
Jim Riggs tonight was a stunner. Pure entertainment front
to back. A really enjoyable program. One person who has
heard him "many" times (she said) opined that it was the
best that she has ever heard him and that she enjoyed this
program more than any of the others so far. Another
person there said the same thing - that it was the best he's
ever heard Jim. I would agree though I don't have the
time-in-grade of these two.
But I'd go so far as to say  it was close to the best I've
ever heard Ken play as well. Very entertaining, and he
brought out a kid, 18 or 20, at that age it doesn't matter,
they're just..you know... a kid. He placed third in a singing
competition hosted by Michael Feinstein - sorry I don't
have his name at hand - and he sang a few songs, marvel-
ously.  Jim Riggs recited a poem while the organ played
from the recorder. So there have been some unusual, and
quite enjoyable differences.
Jim played a wonderful tune, using the flute and a soft
string celeste in the accomp, clarinet on great, oboe horn
on bombarde, all off trem, and the vibraharp (gorgeous)
on the solo. Really remarkable performance.
Simon played his Duke Ellington medley (which he did at
the Fabulous Fox Organ Weekend) and it was interesting
to compare the endeavors across the two vastly
different instruments, each with many strengths and no
weaknesses. The Ellington medley can be found on the
ATOS FFOW CD.
Dr. Ball played the Pilcher/Austin/EM Skinner/Moller very
competently. It was certainly a class in the development of
the orchestral organ.
from Larry D Atlanta, GA
and member of the Alabama Chapter as well

The Convention has been fabulous - just come in from
ripper concert by Jim Riggs pure entertainment and
showmanship based on brilliant musicianship.
"Bertha" a 4/29 (basically a Publix #1) sounds absolutely
magnificent, very similar to the Seattle Paramount we
heard Jim play a few weeks ago.
As we left tonight Donna was preparing for her concert
tomorrow, Mark Herman concludes the Convention
tomorrow night.  author unknown

Sanfillippo music collection
Here is a link to the excellent video about the Sanfillippo
music collection  in Barrington Hills, Illinois.
http://video.wttw.com/video/1336536885
 In case anyone didn't recognize the back of his head,
Jelani Eddington was playing the organ for the segment.
From Don Story: For those of you not familiar with the
SanFillipo estate, its sort of the mother of all collections as
you can tell from the news video from a Chicago station.
Guess there's lots of $$ to be made selling nuts.
   A substantial portion of the theatre organ on exhibit is
comprised of the former Wurlitzer that was installed in the
Organ Stop Pizza in Tucson which I played briefly in the
mid 80's. When Bill Brown closed and sold the pizza
dispensery, Jasper Sanfillipo bought it. Along with a few
other trinkets!!

We wish you a Happy Birthday!
Birthday time! A  slice of cake
goes out to our January  birthday
cake eaters, John Bittner, Arnie
Dale, Virg Howard, Bob Mackie,
Barb Mignery, Steve Schlesing,
Don Stith, Diane Whipple, Lyn

Larsen, Chris Gorsuch, Hassell Moores & Don Story.
Must have been cold in April............(wink) Mr. Ed.

Alabama Chapter Convention -
a couple of comments

Safety Last stunts  continued from page one
Here is a remarkable, daredevil set of sequences:
6 Harold inches his way up and climbs to the top of the
twelve-story building, one hand and foot hold after the
other, encountering absurdly new difficulties at every new
floor.
• pesky, flapping pigeons who feast on nuts that have fallen
on him from above
• a tennis net that becomes enveloped around him
• painters who thrust a protruding two by four paint
platform at him
• a swinging window
• an enormous clock
• a rope
• a vicious dog
• a flagpole
• a mouse which climbs up his pants leg
• a photographic subject who is posing with a gun pointed
at him at the exact moment the flash explodes
• a revolving weather vane
• a second rope entangled around his ankle which swings
him pendulum-like from the top of the building
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Phoenix Boy’s Choir included the Wurlitzer in a great show at the Orpheum
Sunday, December 19th was a night we should have all gone to the Orpheum to see and hear our organ at its finest.
Next year we will make sure you know about it, because this is a program you won’t want to miss.

The Orpheum crew and our own pipe organ crew worked quickly and very efficiently in getting ready for the event.
There were many props, including a fireplace with stockings, a large easy chair, a
small bed and their lifesized nutcracker, which you can see behind the organ in the
photo. Dozens of poinsettia plants provided a festive touch. They have a gorgeous
Christmas tree that was decorated on the spot. The whole stage was decorated in
about an hour, transforming it into a winter storyland. The singers wore very nice suits
and striped ties for the first part and red and white choir robes for the second.

The first part of the program included many Christmas songs from around the world,
some of which I didn’t recognize. Carol of the Bells was particularly beautiful. They
utilized their props for The Night Before Christmas song in a skit. The young soloists
have the most beautiful clear voice that we have ever heard, and can bring a tear to
your eye. They will be just as grand when they gets an adult lower voice. All the young
singers had great powerful voices and it is obvious they work hard at it.

Some of the young singers are also handbell ringers. A small
on stage orchestra of mostly strings, along with the organ,
accompanied the choirs after the intermission. The pipe
organ was used throughout the performance, and this time
the blending of voices, other instruments and the pipes was
great. The organist can’t always hear the pipes because the
chambers are behind them, so it is easy to overpower the
singers in an attempt to hear it.

All the singers did an excellent job. Their Artistic Director,
Georg Stangelberger rules the boys with an iron hand, but
they seem to respond by performing at their best and the

whole program is very professional and enjoyable. They are all very focused on their parts.
           Beverly Fizzell

SueWestendorf plays the Wurlitzer flawlessly
Flora Mogerman is the piano
accompanist for the town and
Cadet Choir



Marketplace
Have something to sell or buy? To place your ad, call
Beverly Fizzell at  602-243-9546 or e-mail information to
beverlyfz2@cox.net. She can also help you write your ad.
Send by the 20th for next month’s Stoprail.

RatesRatesRatesRatesRates
Business Card      one year  $90.00 one month $10.00
Member Card    one year $70.00 one month   $6.00
Classified Ads      one issue $10.00 or free to members
Add a photo to your ad - $5.00

Trading Ad Space
We are going to be advertising our silent films and
concerts in another newsletter for free, and it will
be on their website. Four Peaks Irish Arts spon-
sors concerts throughout the year. We have our
events planned for next year and this may generate
better attendance and new members for us. If you
are part of another music related organization with
a newsletter, maybe we can advance this further.
Ads will be about the size of a business card.

2003 Allen Protege organ model C12C. 2
manuals, 32 stops, 2 expression pedals, MDS
Expander II, 2 external speakers, in a Mesa, AZ
residence. $13,000 OBO. gwrohrer@cox.net or
480-556-1168.

Two manual Geneva Console, no combination
action, though one is available.Tom Fizzell 602-243-9546
Two manual Reisner console, straight rail,  roll top,
light oak. Best offer. Tom Fizzell 602-243-9546

FREE  Hammond 6S Chord Organ
3 octave solo keyboard and 96 chord keys.
Available for pickup at our garage in east Mesa. Call George at
480-556-1168 orgwrohrer@cox,net

7-rank Wicks Pipe Organ Bill Hagey has donated a seven rank
Wicks theatre organ to the chapter. It has four original ranks and
three others. If you know someone in the market for a small pipe
organ, let Bill Carr know. 623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net. It is in storage now.

Mar y’s Hammond Colonnade - perfect condition.  Mary
doesn’t have room for it. Has the old time Hammond click
option. Cherry wood. Has original books and technical informa-
tion sheets. $500 or best offer.  Call Bruce at  480-288-4987
Here  is Norma Campbell giving Mary’s Hammond a workout.

Organ For Sale Allen MDS-55 with five channels
and bass channel plus
a channel with all channels on it, which we use for
monitor speakers for the choir and organist. It has 55
ranks and will be up and playing until sold or April
when it will be decommissioned to make room for a
pipe organ.We are asking $8000.00 and will negoti-
ate. Contact  Larry Wilson at 520-229-3562 or at the
church (leave a message) 520-297-2551.

An Irish music group to play
Fingal will be performing on
Friday January 15th at 8:00 PM
Irish Cultural Center
1106 North Central Ave, Phoenix.
Admission is $20 in advance
$22 at the door. Parking is easy!

Fingal is an exciting new trio
in the world of Irish music. Its members are well known and
respected worldwide for their musicianship and commitment to
the roots of the Irish tradition.We look forward to seeing you!
 For tickets go to www.fourpeaksirisharts.org or call Mary at
1-(512)-917-0279 Program presented by Four Peaks Irish Arts

Norma
Campbell
is a great
jazz
musician


