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Safety Last a success
Wow! Did folks ever have a good time! There were more than a dozen people who came

dressed in period costumesof the earlier 1900s, the years around the silent film era. They

had a wonderful time doing this, and posed

for photos by Don Hall, Cinema teacher

from Gateway Community College, and

our Master of Ceremonies. Tom Fizzell

counted 19 people from VOTS, a better

turnout than usual. If carpooling would

enable more people to go, then we could

make a list of people who could take

others along and another list of those

needing a ride and pair them up. Some-

body please volunteer to coordinate this

and the information will be included in the next Stoprail.The movie was very exciting and

some people said they chewed up their fingernails and cheeks towards the last. Don Hall

told how they  made the scenes where Harold Lloyd climbed the building, and it was a

great story. Before the past two films, Don has told stories about how they created some

of these scenes and it is very interesting. Ron played a magnificent preshow program. He

even included bird tweeting sounds with the pigeons on Harold’s hat for the film.

Try to make it to the March silent film, Ella

Cinders. She was in a comic strip in addition

to her movies, and she was quite a character

there too.

Don’t miss this Saturday evening meeting. Tucson member Don Story will play our
program. Put on your thinking caps, he plays obscure stuff! The Wurlitzer there is one of
our favorites. Members enjoy playing it after the meeting because it is so user friendly.
Parking is a breeze and it is a comfortable venue. Usually there are tables all around.
Meeting is on a Saturday evening this time, February 27th at 7.00 pm.  Church is at 6750
North 7th Ave Phoenix. It’s south of Glendale Avenue on the west side of the street



2010 Board Members
President: Bill Carr
11815 N. 77th Drive
Peoria AZ 85345
623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net
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Chairman: Hassell Moores
9923 Camden Avenue
Sun City AZ 85351-4519
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Secretary: Madeline LiVolsi
3626 W. Vernon
Phoenix AZ 85009
623-330-0166  mmlv1@yahoo.com
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Phoenix AZ 85028-6100
602-538-6697 adrianphillips@cox.net
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480-820-7093
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Phoenix AZ 85021
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aaretiree@cox.net

Member at Large: Warren Bechhoefer
371 W Pierson Street Apt 7
Phoenix AZ 85013-2536
602-279-0386

2009 Appointees:
Membership Chairman: Ed Benoit
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Buckeye AZ 85326
623-327-1437  WurliTzer@q.com
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2201 E. Siesta Drive
Phoenix AZ 85042
602-243-9546   tfizzell@cox.net
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602-243-9546   beverlyfz2@cox.net
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January at Phoenix College with EricFricke

We wish you a Happy Birthday!
Birthday time! A  slice of cake goes out to our

February  birthday cake eaters, Bill Irwin, Russell

Diaz, Ken Yukl, Jack Fancher, Jim Hamra, George

Rohrer,  John Rich, Bruce Jacobson, Mary

Jacobson and Phil Iversen. If we missed yours, let
us know. So, blow out those candles and have a
good time!

Eric Fricke played for our 30
members last Sunday at Phoenix
College. He began his program
with Dear Rosemary and since
the organ had some issues, he
smoothly transferred to the
grand piano on the stage and
continued. At the request of
members, he returned to the
Wurlitzer and played other
pieces including Misty, which he
had first played on the piano. He
played the fun tunes, Kitten on
the Keys and Goofus, then
went on to play some pieces from Sound of Music, including How Can Love
Survive and Edelweiss, adding Minute Waltz to the medley. He did a fine job
considering how stubborn the organ was. He quieted several ciphers by
tapping on the keys.
     Eric is one of our favorite artists. He is getting pretty tall and lean now, and
looks so different in the year since we last saw him. He took his usual scenic
route from the stage over the side to the organ platform, not using the stairs. He
is leaving to go to college in Santa Fe, New Mexico,  majoring in Liberal Arts.
     After the program we had a discussion about the progress being made on
the Wurlitzer, and upcoming events. It was not a formal meeting.

Fellow in mystery photo last month is Walt Strony!
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2010  Calendar of Events
Saturday February 27, 7.00  pm - First Christian Church

Sunday March 14, 1:15 pm Organ Stop Pizza -  Doors open at 1:15

Saturday March 20, 6:45 pm - Ella Cinders - featuring Colleen Moore

More information: Hassell Moores  623-215-2953  hmooores@cox.net

Send letters to beverlyfz2@cox.net or Beverly Fizzell 2201 East Siesta Drive

Phoenix Arizona 85042  We can even include photos with your letter!

From Flora Mogerman:
Lovely article, thanks so much, Flora
(Flora is the pianist for the Phoenix
Boy’s Choir)

From Mary Jacobson:

Really good job on the Stop Rail
Beverly. You make it so much more
interesting...

Fabulous Wurlitzer relays
from Paul Jacyk
Fisher Wurlitzer, Brooklyn Para-
mount Wurlitzer, and one in a home
near Cleveland, Ohio.  Fortunately
there are more than just these three
still working worldwide. A marimba
and some tremulation is thrown in at
the end for some extra joy.
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jRHFuntJ88k

know. 623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net

Notes from Editor
Last month I mentioned in the
Stoprail that printing and mailing
out the newsletter actually costs
$11.64 for a year. Jerry Blausey
immediately sent 20 postage
stamps and Victor LaFave sent a
check for $12.00. Thanks guys,
you’ve earned your keep!

On a related note:
John Baker graciously stepped up
to the plate after my request for
someone to print the Stoprail and
mail and e-mail it out to the
members. He got on it immediately
and already has the addresses in a
data base. Thanks John!
(I will continue to produce and edit
the Stoprail).

Beginning with the February issue,
you will receive your mailed issue
and/or e-mail PDF newsletter
through John. His e-mail address
is: corrado@b3mk2.com.
If  your e-mail address accepts
notes only from people you allow,
please add him to your list to avoid
missing your newsletter.
Beverly Fizzell

Bill is fianlly at home following  his
surgery and would like to hear from
us. Send a card to him at 3108 E.
Roma, Phoenix, AZ 85016, or call
him. His home phone is 602-795-
6692.  You can call and leave a
message for "Oil Can" or "The
Phantom" and he will return your call.

Bill Challberg recovering

New Museum
Ken and Nancy Resech invite you all to
our museum of Music, art and photogra-

phy in Benson. Let us know you are
coming: 520-586-7773
There are three or more organs playing.

One is an Allen Digital two manual with a
100 stop add on, also an Automatic Play
Record system.

A fun organ. Many electric organs on
display. All makes.Also one automatic
band organ. The other, a steel drum -

regular drum, two bongo drums etc. -
very loud.
A  huge display of camers and prints all

on display, many antique cameras.
Many electric organs on display. All
makes. It is a 2 1/2 h our drive from Phoenix to Benson. There is air and heat in

the building. All donations welcome. Museum, 1171 Via Coyote.   Ken Resech

From Arnie Dale:
Beverly, it is high time for me to thank
you for the most excellent job you are
doing with the Stoprail. Like all of
your work the Stoprail production is
outstanding and greatly appreciated.
Arnie Dale

Drop the membership cards?
The Jan-Feb 2010 issue of Theatre Organ (pg.13) states that ATOS will no
longer issue membership cards resulting in a savings of $3,000/year. I think a
similar move makes sense for VOTS. Of course the $$ impact is much less,
but the result would be one less hassle to deal with. Let's face it; has anyone
ever had to present their VOTS (or ATOS) membership card? I say we dump
the card!

Letters to the editor
Your place for opinions, recognition, venting, complaints and compliments.

Phoenix College Organ Work Dates
January -  Sunday 24th and Saturday 30th

February - All four Saturdays, 6th - 13th - 20th - 27th

If you want to work at Phoenix College, call Bill Carr at 623-694-1746 for

more information and to let him know you are coming.



Barbara Vandiver
Barbara  and her husband Glen were active in VOTS in the 1980s. They spent many

evenings working on the Wurlitzer during that time. Barbara passed away after a long

battle with Alzheimers.

Tuesday, 5 Jan 2010

For those that may not have already heard, my loving wife Barbara, passed away  peacefully, in

her sleep, last night several minutes before midnight. The service was held on Friday January

15 at  Meldrum Mortuary in Mesa, Arizona Thanks to all for your supportive emails phone calls

and prayers over the last  few years. Glenn

In lieu of flowers please make a contribution in Barbara's name to one of the following:

First United Methodist Church of Tempe

215 E. University Drive Tempe, AZ 85281
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Ray Danford
     William "Ray" Danford, 88, of Fort Wayne, passed away on Friday, Jan. 1, 2010. He

was born  April 15, 1921, in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He was involved with the Embassy

Theatre, particularly the Grande Page Pipe Organ. After retiring, he moved to Arizona with

his wife, Ione and daughter, Carol. He continued his passion for theatre pipe organs and

was a past president of the American Theatre Organ Society. Shortly after the passing of

his beloved wife, Ione, he and his daughter Carol moved back to Fort Wayne.

     He is survived by his daughter, Carol J. Danford of Fort Wayne; sons, William H.

(Elvia) Danford of San Antonio, Texas and Thomas S. (Patti) Danford of Angola; five

grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Memorials to Embassy Theatre Foundation,

125 W. Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN 46802 or the National Alliance on Mental Health,

P.O. Box 759155, Baltimore, MD 21275.  Fort Wayne Newspapers on January 4, 2010

Marketplace
Have something to sell or buy? To place your ad, call

Beverly Fizzell at  602-243-9546 or e-mail information to

beverlyfz2@cox.net. She can also help you write your ad.

Send by the 20th for next month’s Stoprail.

RatesRatesRatesRatesRates
Business Card      one year  $90.00 one month $10.00

Member Card    one year $70.00 one month   $6.00

Classified Ads      one issue $10.00 or free to members

Add a photo to your ad - $5.00

Too many Organs! No room, must sell !
Technics F3 Console Theatre Organ

A full console in excellent condition.  Two 60 note manuals,

25 note radial bass pedals

PCM voicing with authentic instrument reproduction.

Beautiful tone and cabinet. Comes with separate record and

playback disc unit. You have to hear it! Will deliver in

Maricopa County Original list price aprox. $21000.00 asking

$1600.00  Serious offers will be considered.

Mary’s Hammond Colonnade -  Perfect condition. Has

the old time Hammond click option. Cherry wood. Has

original books and technical information sheets. Needs to go

by middle of February. Mary doesn’t have room for it.

$450.00 or best offer.  Call Mary at  480-288-4987

Technics E44M  Spinet Organ

A little powerhouse! The  Technics E44 is perfect for the

beginner or intermediate player. Perfect condition. Wonder-

ful full rich tone. Many voices and automatic play! Asking

$450.00 will deliver

Hammond C3 Console ( same as B3, different cabinet)

This hard to find organ is THE instrument for jazz organist

Fair condition, no Leslie cabinet. Priced to sell at $600.00 or

best offer.

Thomas Trianon This is the horseshoe “console” with

three manuals that Bob Ralston played on The Lawrence

Welk show.  It is in fair condition-some stuck tabs and a

lazy built in Leslie speaker. Own a piece of history ! Only

$400.00!

Contact member Bob Ryan at 602-448-5222 or

Bob@get.net Thank you!

HOSPICE OF THE SOUTHWEST

450 N. Dobson Rd. Suite 108  Mesa,  AZ 85201

Ray was VOTS president for several years in the 1980s and worked on various organs in the valley.


