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Come to the annual Christmas Party - Dec 11th at 1:00!
We get to go to a great place for our Christmas
party this year. Tim Versluys has aquired an Allen
organ for the Desert Edge Park and will be our
entertainment for the day. Tim will be entertaining
VOTS members on his Allen 3 manual George
Wright 319EX Theater organ.T im was President
of VOTS in years past and has been our guest
artist before. The last time we were at this park, it
was our Christmas party and  Lew Williams
played.
Cheri Carr and Delores Sheak are the coordinators for food for the Christmas Party.
MEMBERS NEED TO CALL EITHER CHERI 602-769-2148 OR
DELORES 602-995-5414 NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 8TH
AND LET THEM KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE WILL  BE ATTENDING AND
WHAT THEIR FOOD ITEM[S] WILL BE FOR THE PARTY.

Directions to the park - From I-17 they are one mile
North of the Loop 101
From I-17 take the Deer Valley Road Exit - Drive East
to 23rd Ave. Drive North about 1/4 mile to Williams
Road - Drive West to Desert Edge entrance.
Our entrance will be on your right and the community
center is straight ahead. Welcome to Desert’s Edge
RV Village! GPS address: 2398 W. Williams Dr.
Phoenix Arizona. Parking is limited in the park so
members will be able to drop off their food, etc. at
the Recreation Building and then park on West
Williams Drive.

VOTS Fundraiser
Tim Versluys has arranged a
breakfast fundraiser on December
18th at Desert Edge to benefit VOTS.
On page seven there is a flyer to turn
in to get one dollar donated to VOTS.



2010 Board Members
President: Bill Carr
11815 N. 77th Drive
Peoria AZ 85345
623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net

Vice President/Program
Chairman: Hassell Moores
9923 Camden Avenue
Sun City AZ 85351-4519
623-215-2953 Cell 623-696-7538
hmoores@cox.net

Secretary: Madeline LiVolsi
3626 W. Vernon
Phoenix AZ 85009
623-330-0166  dznyfn55@yahoo.com

Tr easurer: Adrian Phillips III
4736 E. Horseshoe Road
Phoenix AZ 85028-6100
602-538-6697 adrianphillips@cox.net

Statutor y Agent: Pete Knobloch
1507 E. Fremont Drive
Tempe AZ 85282
480-820-7093
peteknobloch@yahoo.com

Member at Large: Donald Reasor
5023 N 18th Street Apt 8
Phoenix AZ 85016
Cell 623-341-1146
aaretiree@cox.net

Member at Large: Warren Bechhoefer
371 W Pierson Street Apt 7
Phoenix AZ 85013-2536
602-279-0386

2009 Appointees:
Membership Chairman: Ed Benoit
30110 W. Latham Street
Buckeye AZ 85326
623-327-1437  WurliTzer@q.com

Crew Chief: Thomas Fizzell
2201 E. Siesta Drive
Phoenix AZ 85042
602-243-9546   tfizzell@cox.net

Stoprail Editor: Beverly Fizzell
2201 E. Siesta Drive
Phoenix AZ 85042
602-243-9546   beverlyfz2@cox.net

The Stoprail
Published monthly by The Valley of The Sun Chapter of the

American Theatre Organ Society PO Box 36151, Phoenix, AZ 85067-6151

President: Bill Carr (623) 694-1746
Editor: Beverly Fizzell  602-243-9546

Visit our website: http://www.vots-atos.org
Membership Fees: Local Chapter Dues $25.00 Name Tag $9.00

Send name, address & check  to VOTS/ATOS PO Box 36151Phoenix, Arizona 85067-6151

The Valley of the Sun Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society is a recognized tax
exempt educational and charitable organization under section 501-C-3 of the Internal

Revenue Code and is a nonprofit corporation organized in the state of Arizona.
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Decades Apart,
But Oh, What
Talent!

Lyn Larsen and
ATOS Music
Camp student
Justin LaVoie

Photo taken from
the ATOS website

35th Anniversary Party rescheduled for February 13
Scheduling issues with planned enter-
tainment forced us to postpone the
party until February 13th. Just in case
you already made a pie or something
yummy, put it in the freezer if you
didn’t eat it.
If you can help call
Delores Sheak at  602-995-5415,
Cheri Carr at  602-764-2148 or John
Sheak at 602-368-6236.
They need help with chairs, the buffet and the program. John is putting together
a poster of photos and stories. If you have something to contribute, let him
know. Let’s get together and make this a memorable event.

The weekly e-mail I got from Ticketmaster yesterday:
There was NOTHING on their calendar for Saturday, October 30. If they're
supposed to be telling people on their e-mail list about our silent films, they're
doing a crappy job of it! The only way you could even FIND our film on their
website was to type Orpheum Theatre Phoenix in their search box, and then
the listing said nothing about Ron or the organ. This agreement with the city
about advertising tickets is getting us nothing!

Ticket Masters didn’t work from Madeline LiVolsi
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2010-11  Calendar of Events
Some events are in the planning stage so the info may be incomplete

Saturday December 11 - 1:00 - Xmas Party at Desert Edge
Sunday February 13 - 1:00  Anniversary party at Phoenix College
Saturday February 26  - 6:45 pm- Silent Film at Orpheum
Saturday April 9 - 6:45 pm - Silent Film at Orpheum

Your place for opinions, recognition, venting, complaints and compliments.
Letters to the editor

Send letters to beverlyfz2@cox.net or Beverly Fizzell 2201 East Siesta Drive Phoenix Arizona 85042

No December Board meeting
All members are welcome and
encouraged to attend the board
meetings. For more information:
Bill Carr 623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net

Silent movies for the season The evenings’programs begins at 6:45  with
our MC, Don Hall, Cinema class instructor from Gateway Community
College. A short program will be played by
Ron Rhode on the Wurlitzer before the films.

Phx CollegeWork Days
Work days in December are:
4-5-8-12-18-19-22-29
For more information call Bill Carr
at  623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net

From Jim Hamra:
Thanks Beverly for all your good messages. From
experience, I understand the complexities of writing a
regular publication. Despite all, you continue to make
lemonade from lemons. Jim

On the job training
President and Vice President/ Program
Chairman needed! To find out what
these positions entail,
call Bill Carr at: 623-694-1746
billcarr3.vots.atos@cox.net

From Tim Versluys:
Just an Idea but, this is from the Allen Organ YAHOO Group.
Why can't we do something like that as well?  FREE to post
and there might be some locals as well. Thanks Bev.. You do
a grreat job.  Tim
Here is the note  to which Tim is referring: Just a reminder
that the classic 1925 silent film PHANTOM OF THE
OPERA will be screened on Sunday afternoon, October
24th at 3pm at the Strand Theatre on the historic
Marietta square with theatre organ accompaniment by
Ron Carter on the new, four manual 32 digital rank Allen
Theatre Organ. Come early for a spooky preshow and
sing-a-long by Strand Organist Phillip Allen. Come in
costume and enjoy the festivities! For tickets contact the
box office at 770-293-0080 or on the web at
www.earlsmithstrand.org. $7 for adults and $6 for stu-
dents and seniors!!    Ron Carter Atlanta Chapter ATOS

This is a u-tube of Philadelphia Opera Co. doing a Random Act of Culture in
Macy’s, with the organ accompanying them for “Hallelujah Chorus”.  These
powerful, marvelous performances are secretly set up to surprise the audience.
The faces of the shoppers speak volumes.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wp_RHnQ-jgU

Opera Company of Philadelphia “Hallelujah!”
Random Act of Culture
On Saturday, October 30, 2010, the Opera Company of Philadelphia brought
together over 650 choristers from 28 participating organizations to perform
one of the Knight Foundation’s “Random Acts of Culture” at Macy’s in Center
City Philadelphia. accompanied by the Wanamaker Organ

From Ed Benoit:
Hello to all; I have been very sick in the last few mouths,
and I thank you all for your prayers.  At this time please
send me no e-mails. If you need to get ahold of me please
e-mail John Diffendal or call the house. John’s e-mail is
diffendalj@q.com. He will try to get back to all of you....
Thank you so much          Ed Benoit

More information: Hassell Moores  623-215-2953  hmooores@cox.net

From Jinny LaFave:
Vic remains in the nursing  home here. I have taken an
apartment close by so we can be together. I doubt we’ll
ever get to Phoenix again, but you never know. Jinny

Fundraiser Breakfast
Tim Versluys has arranged a breakfast to be held at the RV park on December
18, from 8:00-10:00 am.There will be flyers available. The meal is $5 per
person, and with the presentation of a flyer, $1 will be donated back to the
chapter. Flyer is on page 7.

Silent Film Tickets
Give silent film tickets
as stocking stuffers
for Christmas.
Print out the order

form directly from this website:
http:/silentsundays.vots-atos.org
orderform.aspx
and mail to:
Hassell Moores
9923 Camden Avenue
Sun City AZ 85351-4519
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VOTS/ATOS Board Meeting Minutes
   The VOTS/ATOS board meeting was held Saturday, November 20, 2010 at the Phoenix College Bulpitt Auditorium.
Attending were Bill Carr, Hassell Moores, Madeline LiVolsi, Adrian Phillips, Pete Knobloch, Warren Bechhoefer, Don
Reasor, Delores Sheak, and John Bittner.  The meeting was called to order at 2:38 pm.
     The minutes of the October 2 board meeting were read by the secretary. Warren moved to accept the minutes as
read, second by Pete. The motion passed.
     Bill presented the treasurer's report. As of November 19, we have $2537.74 in checking, $85.01 in the money
market account, and $95.00 in savings.  There are four outstanding checks yet to be cashed, which leaves a checking
account balance of $1418.53. The total of all accounts available is $1299.24. Hassell moved to accept the report,
second by Warren. The motion passed.
 Program  Hassell reminded us that the chapter Christmas party would be Saturday, December 11, at 1:00 pm, at the
Desert Edge RV Park. This will be a potluck, and members should call Delores Sheak or Cherie Carr no later than
December 8 to tell what they are bringing.
     Tim Versluys has also offered a fund-raising idea, a breakfast to be held at the RV park on December 18, from 8:00-
10:00 am.There will be flyers available. The meal is $5 per person, and with the presentation of the flyer, $1 will be
donated back to the chapter. Everyone agreed to go ahead with this.
     John Bittner offered to send out e-mail reminders of all chapter events to members and people on our Silent Satur-
days list. Adrian suggested that we e-mail this information to people on our Desert Winds mailing list as well. Nancy
Rohrer has offered to do some telephone reminders. We want to try to send out chapter event information to as many
people as possible.
 Crew Chief Reports Pete said there may be a wiring problem on pistons at the Orpheum. He and Tom will check it
out. Bill said there is nothing new at Phoenix College.
 Membership  Bill has picked up membership information from Ed Benoit. He wants to compare Ed's list with those of
Adrian and Beverly. We will have a new membership chairman for 2011. Membership forms will be sent out soon.
 Newsletter -- nothing new to report.
 Old Business  Regarding the chapter anniversary party, Bill did some checking to get the correct date the chapter
formed. National ATOS has us listed as having been founded on June 9, 1963. There were several years of inactivity,
and the corporation papers were filed February 9, 1976. Hassell moved to set the anniversary date as February 9,
1976, Second by Warren. The motion passed.
     We are now planning to have our chapter anniversary party at Phoenix College on Sunday, February 13, 2011. This
will be a picnic potluck, with the meal at 1:00 pm outside the Bulpitt Auditorium, with the program inside at 2:30 pm.
Further information will follow in the Stop Rail.
     John Sheak is making story boards of the history of the chapter, and would appreciate pictures or other information.
 Silent Saturdays Bill went over the profit and loss statement for "Hunchback of Notre Dame". There was much
discussion on how to make a profit on the next two films. Some of the points that were covered included:
Sending out postcards to our mailing list, and to place at the Orpheum, Symphony Hall, the Herberger, and Organ Stop.
We will probably order 2000
Press release articles to valley wide newspapers at least a month before the film, and include comp tickets
Publicity at Organ Stop
In the newsletter, suggest silent film tickets as stocking stuffers for Christmas. People can print out the order form from
the website or the newsletter and mail their order to Hassell
John said that our website address should be on any printed materials that go out
Bill is trying to get the Orpheum to buy a DVD projector so we don't have to rent one every time. John suggested that
maybe we need to go back to the 16mm film projector which we already own rather than pay to rent the DVD projec-
tor.
      Pete moved to adjourn, second by Warren. The motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm.

                                                         Respectfully submitted by Madeline LiVolsi



Marketplace
Have something to sell or buy? To place your ad, call
Beverly Fizzell at  602-243-9546 or e-mail information to
beverlyfz2@cox.net. She can also help you write your ad.
Send by the 20th for next month’s Stoprail.

RatesRatesRatesRatesRates
Business Card      one year  $90.00 one month $10.00
Member Card    one year   $70.00 one month  $6.00
Classified Ads      one issue  $10.00 or free to members
Add a photo to your ad - $5.00

We wish you a Happy Birthday!
Birthday time! A  slice of cake
goes out to our December
birthday cake eaters -Larry
Grove, Walt Strony, Rob
Richards and  Keith Miller.
Blow out those candles and
have a good time! If  we missed
your birthday, let us know.

We want to wish you a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when your
special day comes. Let us know the month and day,
and we will be happy to put it in the Stoprail.
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Membership Chairman
Ed Benoit had to resign his position as
Membership Chairman due to health issues.
He might like to hear from us. Send a card
or note to:
30110 W. Latham Street Buckeye AZ 85326

You can put your business
card on this page for a
whole year for $70.00

2009 ATOS Convention CD Sale
We are pleased to announce a sale of the commemorative double-CD set from the 2009 ATOS Convention in Cleve-
land, Ohio.  http://www.rjeproductions.com/catalog/
 Rediscover The Treasures Of The Western Reserve features over two hours of highlights from the Cleveland conven-
tion in performances by Jelani Eddington, Chris Elliott, Ken Double, Skip Stine, Donnie Rankin, John Schwandt,
Richard Hills, Dave Peckham, Clark Wilson, John Lauter, and the Strongsville Community Band.
 Eight instruments are featured on the album, including:
Grays Armory (3/15 Wurlitzer) Masonic Auditorium & Performing Arts Center (Walker RTO-335)Canton Palace
Theatre (3/11 Kilgen) Akron Civic Theatre (3/19 Wurlitzer) Lorain Palace Theatre (3/10 Wurlitzer) Ohio Theatre (4/32
Robert-Morton) First Congregational Church (3/66 Kimball & 4/73 Von Beckrath) Aveni Residence Music Salon (4/60
Wurlitzer)Visit us online at http://www.rjeproductions.com/catalog/ for more information and ordering details.
Thanks and happy listening!  RJE Productions

I would like to sell this console for $500. The console
was made by (or for) Associated Organ Builders (AOB).
Looks very similar to the consoles offered by OSI.  It
was made for a 31 rank electronic church organ.  The
rocker tablets look like Syndyne but I don't know about
the draw knobs. The keys and stops are all mutiplexed
via 2 cables. The console case has plenty of room for a
PC and amplifiers that might be needed to convert the
console to a VPO. The combination action works as is.
Midi would need to be added if you want to use it as a
virtual organ console for Hauptwerk or jOrgan. Comes
with Music rack, 32-note pedal board and  bench.
Pete Knoblock - 480-820-7093

Keyboard for Christmas!
Bruce Jacobson has a keyboard available. Contact him at
480-288-4987



VOTS Dues for 2011
Vice President Hassell Moores is
taking care of this until we can find
someone to serve as Membership
Chairman.  Send in the form from
page seven with your payment now so
you don’t miss anything coming up.

PLAYERS
Over the years we have heard:

ORGANS in Private Homes
We have been to these places:
John Bittner Allen
Bill Carr Conn
Arnie Dale Pipes
Tom Fizzell Pipes
Eric Fricke Allen
Pete Knobloch Aeolian
Bob Mackey Hammond
Phil Malouf Pipes
Bill Mcfadden Electronic
Adrian Phillips Jr Pipes
Delores Sheak Pipes

Other installations & Stores
Organ Stop Pipes
ASU - Gammage Pipes
Phoenix College Pipes
1st Christian Church Pipes
Historic First Church Pipes
Trinity Cathedral Pipes
Desert Edge RV Allen
Fletcher’s Music Store  Lowry

Michael Alyn
Archie Archibald
Charlie Balogh
Dwight Beacham
Ed Benoit
John Bittner
Ellen Brown
Norma Campbell
Bill Carr
Mark Crenshaw
Jelani Eddington
Chris Elliot
Bobby Freeman
Eric Fricke
Chris Gorsuch
Bill Hagey
Joanne Harris
Johnny Harris
Mark Haun

Virg Howard
Bill Irwin
Katie Johnston
Myrra Johnson
Lyn Larsen
Shirley Long
Jerry Nagano
Donna Parker
Ron Rhode
Rob Richards
Johnny Sharp
Don Story
Walt Strony
Bill VanOrnam
Tim Verslys
Lew Williams
Ken Winland
Ralph Wolf

I hope I didn’t miss anyone

AldenStockebrand
Alden served as a bus captain for one of our Desert Winds conventions. He passed away peacefully  November 22,
2010, at the age of  77 years with his loving partner of 34 years,  Gib Petzke at his side. Brother of Tom (Joan)

Stockebrand. Also survived by 3  nieces, Gib's entire family, numerous
friends in Milwaukee, Chicago and the  American Theatre Organ
Society. Alden was an Evanston, Illinois, Police Dept.  Lieutenant,
retiring after 28 years. A celebration of his life will be held at a  later
date. In lieu of flowers, memorials in his memory may be made to the
Zilber Family Hospice, 1155 Honey Creek Pkwy., Wauwatosa, WI
53213. RAASCH-RAETZ  FUNERAL HOME 7709 W. Burleigh
414-445-7404
Published in Milwaukee Journal  Sentinel from November 24 to
November 25,  2010

2011 Dues Fill out the form on the next page and send in with your dues. If
there is something you can do for VOTS next year, let a board member know. As
you can see by the lists here, we have many  places to go and artist to hear. You can
serve on committees for any board position and help make our events even greater!

Orpheum organ earning its keep
On December 9th it our Wurlitzer will be used for a graduation cer-
emony. Organist Ken Winland will be playing. He did an excellent job
at the last graduation ceremony held at the Orpheum.
Pete Knoblock and Tom Fizzell will be on hand in case of problems
with the instrument. We will be paid a fee for their use of the Wurlitzer.

Membership Change
Ed Benoit had to resign his position as Member-
ship Chairman due to illness. Renewal slip for
2011 is on page 6. Print it out and send it with
your payment to the new address. Thanks!!
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Events One great event  we are
doing this next year is the 35th Anni-
versary Party at Phoenix College.
Then there are the great buffets with
entertainment at the Organ Stop Pizza.
We get to go to lovely homes to hear
their home installations.
Don’t forget the spontaneous jam
sessions that pop up here and there
after a program.
Here are some of the players and
organs we have enjoyed over the years



cut here


